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.. Background .
> The (RIT) lerary establlshed as a unlver3|ty I|brary In:-2005.

~+ It is an oasis of knowledge W|th a collection of materials
~ranging from printed ‘books ~and ‘journals, e-resource
- databases, government documents, audio visual materials
o like'DVDs as well as newspapers. Sl
e Library sitting oapaolty of - (70) versus students (2777) and e
-~ (850) staff members. SR
~ e More than 5000 electronlc books through Ebsoo host e-  |
~ book collection and e- Brary & more than 30000 eBooks
~through open access resources such Book boon PDF Dnve P
et
'+ ICTS and Library Department at HIT work hand in gIove R
- scenario. The Activities dovetail into each other I

ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁfffffﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ
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Purnase of Studv

e The aim of this research proposal is to investigate the
potential benefits and feasibility of establishing
research and learning commons within boarding
houses located in close proximity to universities,
which are commonly used by students

« The proposal seeks to identify the impact of creating
such spaces on student learning, academic
performance, and overall well-being. Additionally, the
proposal will explore the key factors required for
successful implementation and maintenance of these

student-focused learning environments.
‘
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What are research commons

The- commons will- provide a collaborative ‘and inclusive space that caters to students'
research, learning, and academic development needs. By offering a range of resources,
services, and support, the commons aim to enhance students' academic success and promote
a-culture of research and scholarship.

A novel concept known as Research. Commons has emerged, wherein students are
actively encouraged to engage in collaborative projects and engage in discussions
pertaining to innovations. These collaborative projects are specifically referred to as
HIT 200, HIT 300, and HIT 400.Certain - students - have successfully - organised
themselves into groups and arranged to reside in shared accommodations, thereby
effectively fulfilling the necessary numbers for research and learning.
This development -has essentially  transformed these - accommodations into-an
extension of the library. With the assistance of Chat-GPT, library personnel are now
able to collaborate with their colleagues and remotely address inquiries by connecting
with subject librarians. o BEEIEIR




*In support of Learning and Teaching, the provision of Learning and Research
Commons - is mandatory and offered to HIT students and staff. The Research
Commons is a place to collaborate and connect with fellow students and faculty on
research projects. It is a place for workshop and presentation opportunities, and a
place to discover what your peers and colleagues are researching. The  space
provides a collaborative environment in which students and faculty can come
together to share and discuss research, as well as get support for all steps of the
research process: searching, writing, publishing, and funding. | S0

* A “learning commons” most broadly defined is a central facility, usually an

- academic library, that provides the space, technology and services to support
learning. These learning spaces can include areas for group work, individual study
spaces, instructional rooms, computer pools, multi-media labs and soft seating
areas. Services may include learning, writing, library research, numeracy, and
academic advising support for students; instructional development assistance for
faculty, and technology and media support services for both students and instructors
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. Objectives: -

« - lnvestigate the existing challenges faced by students living in boardlng houses W|th L
L 'regard to studylng, research and access to Iearnlng resources. - L

« . -Explore successful examples of ,research and,learnlng commons in university
‘campuses-and-analyze their positive impact on student learning outcomes.

« -ldentify the essential components required for the creation and maintenance of
‘effective research and learning commons in boarding houses.

« "~ Measure the impact of establlshlng such spaces on student academlc -
performance research engagement and overaII student satlsfactlon

» - To propose a framework which will be adopted by boarding houses for virtual -
libraries
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‘Methodology:

‘a. Literature Review: Conduct an extensive review of academic literature, case
studies, and reports related to research-and learning commons in university
settings, boarding houses, and student accommaodation.

b. Surveys and Questlonnalres Adm|n|ster surveys and questlonnalres to students

vre5|d|ng in boardlng houses and un|ver5|t|es to gather data on their current study
-environments, preferences and needs

C. Interviews: Conduct interviews with university officials, accommodation
‘managers, and student representatives to gain insights into potential challenges and -
opportunities.

d. Observations: Observe and analyze the study habits and interactions of students

in existing research-and learning. commons facilities. S
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Proposed Actiiis:

-a. Assess the physical space requirements, technology infrastructure, and resource
-availability necessary for establishing research and learning commons in boarding
“houses.

~b. Design and develop a blueprint for student-focused Iearnlng spaces taklng into
~consideration flexibility, accessibility, and inclusivity. o

c. Implement pilot programs in selected boarding houses, equipping the spaces with
“appropriate resources, and evaluate their impact on student academic performance
“and satisfaction.

~d. Collaborate with university authorities and accommodation managers to integrate
“the research and learning commons concept into accommodation-packages for-
~students.




The Innovation and Technopreneurial University




...... e TheproposedresearChaimStO,

,,,,,, « - Enhance student |learning experiences and academic performance through -~
,,,,,,,,, improved access to educational resources.
-e. - Foster-a sense of community and collaboration-among students residingin-- -
o rboarding houses.

.........................................................................................
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» In conclusion, the establishment of virtual libraries within boarding
houses offers a promising avenue for cultivating research and
facilitating the creation of research and learning commons. By
leveraging the power of digital resources and collaborative living
environments, students and researchers can enhance their access:
to knowledge, develop interdisciplinary skills, and foster a culture
of intellectual growth. While challenges exist, careful planning and
implementation strategies can overcome these hurdles, leading to:
a future where virtual libraries within boarding houses become
integral components of educational and research landscapes.
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“Results from the Boarding houses in the vicinity of HIT

There are 35 boarding houses registered with the

Dean of students

Their priCes differ because of infrastructure

developments -

They share two to 4 pieri rOom iahdsivzeis differ :
Prices range from 80 -120 usd per month
20 have unlimited wifi while others juice up as it

- finishes
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Only 8 have common reading spaces which can be -
converted into Research & learning commons -




-Comparison of Physical Library Usage vs. Virtual Library Usage

- This exercise compared the usage of physical libraries and virtual libraries
within -boarding houses in universities. It shows the percentage of students
who  utilize physical libraries for research and learning compared to those
who utilize virtual libraries.

*Response: The results demonstrated a clear trend towards mcreased usage
of virtual libraries compared to physical libraries within boarding houses. This
shift can be attributed to the convenience and accessibility offered by virtual
libraries, aIIowrng students to access a wide range of resources anytime and
anywhere. The findings hlghllght the need for universities to invest in virtual
library infrastructure and resources to meet the evolving needs of students.
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Gr:aph 2:: Impact :of Virtual Librariés bn Re:search P:roduc::tiv:ity:

This exercise illustrated the impact of virtual libraries on research productivity
within ‘boarding ‘houses. It compares the number of research papers or
projects completed by students who have access to V|rtual I|brar|es Versus
those who rely solely on physical libraries. -

Response: The results revealed a significant ‘increase in  research
productivity -among students with access to virtual libraries. The ease of
accessing digital resources, online databases, and scholarly articles has
facilitated extensive research opportunities and enhanced the quality and
quantity of academic output. These findings emphasize the importance of
establishing virtual ‘libraries within ‘boarding ‘houses to foster a culture of
research and academic excellence,




«  This graph measures stuti&ft B&iSrAbA RittAittual libraries within boarding
~houses. It presents a rating scale depicting the level of satisfaction students
experience in terms of resource availability, ease of navigation, and overall
user-experience. S
- Response: The graph demonstrates high levels of student satisfaction: with
virtual libraries. The availability of diverse resources, user-friendly interfaces,
and efficient search functionalities contribute to a positive user experience.
These results highlight the success of implementing virtual libraries within
boarding houses and: their: role In cultivating a: research and learning
commons environment that aligns with the needs and expectations  of
students.
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Utilization of Virtp{ﬁlLilﬂ@ries bfoiscigllifiErgr Area

- This exercise - showcases the utilization -Of virtu |eswﬁhin boarding
~houses ‘across different disciplinary areas. It presents the percentage of

students from various academic fields who actively access and utilize virtual
library resources. -

- Response: The results indicates varying levels of virtual library utilization
across disciplinary areas. It reveals higher usage among students in
research-intensive disciplines - such as  science, engineering, and: social
sciences, while humanities and arts disciplines show relatively lower usage.
These findings suggest the importance of targeted promotion and support for
virtual library resources to ensure equitable access and utilization across all
academic disciplines.
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- Response 1: Interview Response -
Interviewee: RSD Librarian

*Question: How has the establishment of virtual libraries within boarding
houses impacted research and learning at our university?-

- Response: The establishment of virtual libraries within boarding houses has:

- had a significant impact on research and learning at our: university. Students

now have easy access to a vast array of digital resources, including e-books,
scholarly articles, and online databases. This has greatly facilitated their -
research process, allowing them to explore a wider range of sources and
enhance the depth and quality of their academic work. Furthermore, virtual -
libraries have created a collaborative and interactive learning environment, -
where students can engage in online discussions, share resources, and -
collaborate on projects, fostering a sense of community and knowledge
sharing among the boarding house residents.: S
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- Response 2: Questionnaire Response
- Question: How often-do you utilize the virtual library resources provided within your boarding house?

*Response options: -

« - Daily, Several times a week, Once a week, Rarely, Never -

* Response: Several times a week

- Additional comments: The virtual library resources within my boarding house
have become an essential part of my academic routine. | rely on them
regularly 1o access course materials, research articles, and supplementary
resources. The convenience of having these resources readily available from
my room allows me to study at my own pace and work on assignments more
efficiently. | appreciate the effort put into establishing the virtual library within
the boarding house, as it has greatly enhanced my learning experience.
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- Response 3: Interview Response -
~Interviewee: Undergraduate Student

*Question: How has the establishment of virtual libraries within boarding
houses influenced your research practices?

- Response: The establishment of virtual libraries within boarding houses has:

- revolutionized my research practices. Previously, | had to rely solely on

physical libraries, which often had limited hours and resources. With the -
virtual library accessible from my boarding house, | have the flexibility to -
conduct research at any time that suits me best. The wide range of digital
resources and databases available has expanded my research horizons,
allowing me to explore diverse perspectives and find relevant sources more:
efficiently. Overall, the virtual library has empowered me to become a more -
independent and effective researcher
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- Response 4: Questionnaire Response R
~Question: How would you rate the accessibility and user-friendliness of the virtual library resources
within your boarding -house?

- 'Response options:
Excellent, Good, Average, Below average, Poor
- Response: Excellent

- Additional comments: The virtual library resources within my boarding house
are incredibly accessible and user-friendly. The platform is intuitive, making it
easy to navigate and locate the resources | need. The search functionalities:
are robust and efficient, saving me valuable time when conducting research.
Additionally, the virtual library's 24/7 availability ensures that | can access
materials whenever | need them, regardless of the time of day. | am highly
satisfied with the accessibility and user-friendliness of the virtual library
resources provided.
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Interviewee: Student part 4
‘Question :What is the most ideal scenario in allocating students to boarding houses?

Response The Dean of students should have a
- criteria of registering all boarding house
- owners and create a database. The students
~ should be allocated as per class ,programme
-~ and part so as to facilitate further discussions
-~ after school.
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e The Technology Acceptance Model (Davis,
leBGEGETAMA
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